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THE  PROBLE M

YOUR BILLS ARE RISING & BIG TECH IS TO BLAME
Big Tech companies like Amazon, Apple, Google, Meta, Microsoft, and OpenAI are racing to build massive data centers across
the country to power artificial intelligence (AI). These facilities are big-time electricity guzzlers, and all that power costs money at
a time when families are already stretched by grocery, gas, and housing costs. Big Tech isn’t paying for it – you are.

APS, Arizona’s largest utility, is asking regulators for a 14% increase – about $240 a year for the typical household – and a 45%
increase for large users like data centers. 1

Phoenix is the second-largest data center market in North America, with roughly 98 facilities operating and 86 more planned or
under construction. One major utility says it must at least double its generation over the next decade. 2

Data center growth could raise electricity bills by as much as 25% in some regional markets. 3
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THEY PROFIT.
YOU PAY.
B IG  T E C H  C A S H E S  IN

$63.5 million in Arizona tax
breaks in three years 5

YO U  PAY

+$240 a year, the increase
APS is seeking from
regulators 1



SUBSIDY  SCANDAL

BIG TECH GETS MILLIONS. YOU GET HIGHER BILLS
Taxpayers are subsidizing the data center boom, through backroom deals for subsidies, tax incentives, and special treatment that
amount to giveaways to Big Tech.

Data centers nationwide receive industry-specific tax breaks that shift costs onto households and small businesses.4

Arizona’s data center tax exemption cost the state’s general fund $63.5 million in three recent years. When lawmakers paused it, 113
applications poured in during the final two weeks before the door closed. 5

THE  JOB CRE ATION MY TH

FEWER JOBS. RISING COSTS
"Tech companies are investing hundreds of billions of dollars in data centers across the country.
But despite the record-setting price tags, the centers create few jobs."

NPR’S ALL THINGS CONSIDERED 6

Big Tech promises economic development, but data centers create few permanent local jobs while raising costs for existing small
businesses.

Data centers are among the least labor-intensive structures in the economy, generating roughly one permanent job per 5,000
square feet. 7

Meta’s Mesa campus – 2.5 million square feet across five buildings on 396 acres – supports about 200 permanent jobs. Google’s
nearby Mesa site received a $16 million property tax break over 25 years.8

THE  SE CRE CY

THEY’RE HIDING WHO THEY ARE
Local officials are forced to sign non-disclosure agreements, and companies sue towns that say no. 10 11

In Tucson, Amazon spent roughly two years negotiating a $3.6 billion campus behind non-disclosure agreements, under the code
name “Project Blue.” 9

Residents and county supervisors did not learn Amazon was behind it until a document leaked to a reporter a month after the vote.
The city council then blocked the project, and the county rewrote its rules on non-disclosure agreements.9

PUBLIC OPINION

ARIZONANS OVERWHELMINGLY OPPOSE BIG TECH’S DEMANDS
An August 2026 statewide poll found 57% of Arizona voters oppose more large data centers, and opposition is intense: 35%
strongly oppose against just 9% who strongly support. Majorities of Republicans, Democrats and independents all want the state to
limit new development. 12

Nationally, 71% of Americans oppose building an AI data center in their local area – more than oppose a nuclear power plant nearby
(53%). 13

Overall, 85% of Americans want lawmakers to pass a law that forces Big Tech, not taxpayers, to pay for the true cost of data
centers. 14
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THE  FIX

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE

Big Tech creates these costs, so Big Tech should pay them. Not the family down the road, and not the small business
trying to keep the lights on.

Stop the false choice between community investment and giving trillion-dollar companies blank checks. Force tech
giants to pay for their data centers, instead of hardworking Arizonans.

Pass real state-level ratepayer protections into law and end the billions in annual state and local tax breaks for data
center construction. That’s money that should fund schools, healthcare, and strategic, sustainable long-term economic
development.

Arizona did two things this year: it paused new tax breaks for data centers, and it gave the Corporation Commission
power to require minimum bills, long contracts, collateral and cost-of-service studies from the largest users. But the
pause is temporary and expires in 2029 – the Governor asked to end the exemption outright and did not get it. 15

End the exemption instead of pausing it, and use that new authority for every large user in the state, so the cost of
serving a data center is charged to the data center and not to the household next door. 15

MAKE BIG TECH PAY!

SOURCE S

1. Arizona Capitol Times, "APS rate case kicks off with hours of
protest over 14% rate increase," May 19, 2026,
azcapitoltimes.com

2. Arizona Capitol Times, "Data centers dominated 2026 session
– lawmakers answered with 3-year tax incentive pause," July 9,
2026, azcapitoltimes.com

3. Carnegie Mellon University, "Data Center Growth Could
Increase Electricity Bills 8% Nationally and as Much as 25% in
Some Regional Markets," July 16, 2025, cmu.edu

4. Union of Concerned Scientists, "Finally, Something Everyone
Agrees On: Data Centers Should Cover Their Own Costs,"
November 6, 2025, blog.ucs.org

5. Good Jobs First, "Even Cloudier with a Greater Loss of
Spending Control," June 2026, goodjobsfirst.org; Arizona Laws
2026, Chapter 140 (HB 4168), establishing the July 1, 2026 to
June 30, 2029 moratorium

6. NPR: Stephan Bisaha, All Things Considered, "Data centers
bring money to small towns. But do they also bring jobs?,"
April 10, 2025, npr.org

7. Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (Virginia),
"Data Centers in Virginia," December 2024, jlarc.virginia.gov
(full report)

8. Company announcements and Maricopa County and City of
Mesa incentive filings on the Mesa campuses

9. Arizona Daily Star reporting on the “Project Blue”
development, tucson.com; Tucson Spotlight, "Pima County
tightens NDA rules after Project Blue backlash,"
tucsonspotlight.org

10. NBC News, "How Big Tech uses NDAs to hide AI data center
details from Americans," October 28, 2025, nbcnews.com

11. Washington Post: Daniel Wu, "Towns are saying no to AI data
centers. One got sued over it.," October 13, 2025,
washingtonpost.com

12. Noble Predictive Insights, Arizona Public Opinion Pulse,
August 10–13, 2026 (1,040 registered voters, +/- 3.0%),
noblepredictiveinsights.com

13. Gallup, "Americans Oppose AI Data Centers in Their Area," May
13, 2026, news.gallup.com

14. Tech Oversight Project, "Registered Voter Omnibus,"
December 2025, techoversight.org

15. Arizona Laws 2026, Chapter 111 (HB 2756), authorizing the
Corporation Commission to set service terms for extra-high-
load-factor customers, and Chapter 140 (HB 4168),
establishing the tax incentive moratorium, azleg.gov; Arizona
Corporation Commission large load docket, azcc.gov

makebigtechpay.org

https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2026/05/19/aps-rate-case-kicks-off-with-hours-of-protest-over-14-rate-increase/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2026/07/09/data-centers-dominated-2026-session-lawmakers-answered-with-3-year-tax-incentive-pause/
https://www.cmu.edu/work-that-matters/energy-innovation/data-center-growth-could-increase-electricity-bills
https://blog.ucs.org/mike-jacobs/finally-something-everyone-agrees-on-data-centers-should-cover-their-own-costs/
https://goodjobsfirst.org/even-cloudier-with-a-greater-loss-of-spending-control-how-data-center-tax-abatements-undermine-public-budgets/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/10/nx-s1-5355017/data-centers-bring-money-to-small-towns-but-do-they-also-bring-jobs
https://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2024-data-centers-in-virginia.asp
https://jlarc.virginia.gov/pdfs/reports/Rpt598-2.pdf
https://tucson.com/news/local/government-politics/article_20c8888d-6fc3-4a85-b7e2-24120b86bd6e.html
https://www.tucsonspotlight.org/pima-county-tightens-nda-rules-after-project-blue-backlash/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/rcna236423
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/10/13/data-center-bans-lawsuit/
https://www.noblepredictiveinsights.com/post/arizona-voters-want-the-brakes-put-on-new-data-centers
https://news.gallup.com/poll/709772/americans-oppose-data-centers-area.aspx
https://techoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Tech-Oversight_ygbrvomni_2025_December_B_toplines.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/
https://www.azcc.gov/

