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THE  PROBLE M

YOUR BILLS ARE RISING & BIG TECH IS TO BLAME
Big Tech companies like Amazon, Apple, Google, Meta, Microsoft, and OpenAI are racing to build massive data centers across
the country to power artificial intelligence (AI). These facilities are big-time electricity guzzlers, and all that power costs money at
a time when families are already stretched by grocery, gas, and housing costs. Big Tech isn’t paying for it – you are.

Average Maryland electric bills rose by 11.6% in 2025, an increase of roughly $230 per household. 1

Data centers drove 63% of the record price spike in the PJM capacity market that serves Maryland – $9.3 billion in a single year. In
western Maryland, households already pay about $18 a month in those capacity costs. 2

Data center growth could raise electricity bills by as much as 25% in some regional markets. 3
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THEY PROFIT.
YOU PAY.
B IG  T E C H  C A S H E S  IN

$22 million a year in
Maryland tax breaks – a
number the public had to pry
loose with a records request 5

YO U  PAY

+$230 more on your electric
bill in 2025 1



SUBSIDY  SCANDAL

BIG TECH GETS MILLIONS. YOU GET HIGHER BILLS
Taxpayers are subsidizing the data center boom, through backroom deals for subsidies, tax incentives, and special treatment that
amount to giveaways to Big Tech.

Data centers nationwide receive industry-specific tax breaks that shift costs onto households and small businesses.4

Maryland gives up about $22 million a year to data center tax breaks – a figure that surfaced only through a public records request.
The state has not updated its legally required tax expenditure reports since 2022. 5

THE  JOB CRE ATION MY TH

FEWER JOBS. RISING COSTS
"Tech companies are investing hundreds of billions of dollars in data centers across the country.
But despite the record-setting price tags, the centers create few jobs."

NPR’S ALL THINGS CONSIDERED 6

Big Tech promises economic development, but data centers create few permanent local jobs while raising costs for existing small
businesses.

Data centers are among the least labor-intensive structures in the economy, generating roughly one permanent job per 5,000
square feet. 7

The Quantum Frederick campus covers 2,100 acres and could draw up to 2 gigawatts – by one local group’s estimate, twice the
power of every home in Baltimore City. The whole campus is projected to produce about 1,700 permanent jobs.8

THE  SE CRE CY

THEY’RE HIDING WHO THEY ARE
Local officials are forced to sign non-disclosure agreements, and companies sue towns that say no. 10 11

More than 21,000 Frederick County residents signed a petition to put data center zoning to a public vote. The state’s highest court
blocked the referendum before anyone could cast a ballot.9

A bill requiring data centers to report what they use died in committee after the industry called it burdensome. The reporting rules
that did pass were written, in the industry’s own words, to “respect the need for confidentiality.” 9

PUBLIC OPINION

MARYLANDERS OVERWHELMINGLY OPPOSE BIG TECH’S
DEMANDS
A summer 2026 statewide poll found three in four Marylanders are concerned about the impact of data centers – and the single
biggest worry, named by 39%, is higher electric bills. 12

Nationally, 71% of Americans oppose building an AI data center in their local area – more than oppose a nuclear power plant nearby
(53%). 13

Overall, 85% of Americans want lawmakers to pass a law that forces Big Tech, not taxpayers, to pay for the true cost of data
centers. 14
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THE  FIX

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE

Big Tech creates these costs, so Big Tech should pay them. Not the family down the road, and not the small business
trying to keep the lights on.

Stop the false choice between community investment and giving trillion-dollar companies blank checks. Force tech
giants to pay for their data centers, instead of hardworking Marylanders.

Pass real state-level ratepayer protections into law and end the billions in annual state and local tax breaks for data
center construction. That’s money that should fund schools, healthcare, and strategic, sustainable long-term economic
development.

Maryland passed the Utility RELIEF Act this year. It creates a separate rate class for large power users, requires data
centers to register with the Public Service Commission and disclose how their power will be served, and is projected to
save households at least $150 a year. Frederick County has paused new development until developers prove they have
registered. 15

Regulators should write that rate class with real teeth, so data centers carry the full cost of the grid they require. And the
legislature should pass the transparency requirements the industry killed – starting with updating the tax expenditure
reports the state has owed the public since 2022. 15

MAKE BIG TECH PAY!

SOURCE S

1. Joint Economic Committee Minority, "Update: State-by-State
Data – Annual Electricity Bills Up Over $100 Per Family in 2025"
(2025 actuals), March 2026, jec.senate.gov

2. IEEFA, "Projected data center growth spurs PJM capacity
prices by factor of 10," ieefa.org

3. Carnegie Mellon University, "Data Center Growth Could
Increase Electricity Bills 8% Nationally and as Much as 25% in
Some Regional Markets," July 16, 2025, cmu.edu

4. Union of Concerned Scientists, "Finally, Something Everyone
Agrees On: Data Centers Should Cover Their Own Costs,"
November 6, 2025, blog.ucs.org

5. Good Jobs First, "Even Cloudier with a Greater Loss of
Spending Control," June 2026, goodjobsfirst.org; Subsidy
Tracker (Maryland), subsidytracker.goodjobsfirst.org

6. NPR: Stephan Bisaha, All Things Considered, "Data centers
bring money to small towns. But do they also bring jobs?,"
April 10, 2025, npr.org

7. Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (Virginia),
"Data Centers in Virginia," December 2024, jlarc.virginia.gov
(full report)

8. WYPR, "Frederick County will limit new data center
development," July 2, 2026, wypr.org; Maryland Tech Council
campus employment projections

9. WYPR, "Frederick County will limit new data center
development," July 2, 2026, wypr.org; Data Center Alliance of
Maryland, 2026 legislative session report, mdtechcouncil.com

10. NBC News, "How Big Tech uses NDAs to hide AI data center
details from Americans," October 28, 2025, nbcnews.com

11. Washington Post: Daniel Wu, "Towns are saying no to AI data
centers. One got sued over it.," October 13, 2025,
washingtonpost.com

12. Blended Public Affairs / Perry Jacobson statewide poll, July–
August 2026 (n=800), reported by Maryland Matters,
marylandmatters.org

13. Gallup, "Americans Oppose AI Data Centers in Their Area," May
13, 2026, news.gallup.com

14. Tech Oversight Project, "Registered Voter Omnibus,"
December 2025, techoversight.org

15. Maryland Utility RELIEF Act (2026), signed May 2026,
governor.maryland.gov; Frederick County, "County Announces
Pause on New Data Center Development," July 1, 2026,
frederickcountymd.gov

makebigtechpay.org

https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/988cf92d-c7a6-47d3-a564-28b9880e43ee/26.03.05---updated-fact-sheet-on-state-by-state-electricity-cost-increases.pdf
https://ieefa.org/resources/projected-data-center-growth-spurs-pjm-capacity-prices-factor-10
https://www.cmu.edu/work-that-matters/energy-innovation/data-center-growth-could-increase-electricity-bills
https://blog.ucs.org/mike-jacobs/finally-something-everyone-agrees-on-data-centers-should-cover-their-own-costs/
https://goodjobsfirst.org/even-cloudier-with-a-greater-loss-of-spending-control-how-data-center-tax-abatements-undermine-public-budgets/
https://subsidytracker.goodjobsfirst.org/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/10/nx-s1-5355017/data-centers-bring-money-to-small-towns-but-do-they-also-bring-jobs
https://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2024-data-centers-in-virginia.asp
https://jlarc.virginia.gov/pdfs/reports/Rpt598-2.pdf
https://www.wypr.org/wypr-news/2026-07-02/frederick-county-will-limit-new-data-center-development
https://www.wypr.org/wypr-news/2026-07-02/frederick-county-will-limit-new-data-center-development
https://mdtechcouncil.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Final-Report-DCA-MD.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/rcna236423
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/10/13/data-center-bans-lawsuit/
https://marylandmatters.org/2026/08/11/poll-utility-costs-the-economy-and-taxes-top-of-mind-for-voters/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/709772/americans-oppose-data-centers-area.aspx
https://techoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Tech-Oversight_ygbrvomni_2025_December_B_toplines.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/
https://www.frederickcountymd.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=5845

